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CERTIFIED FIRST NATION TAX ADMINISTRATORS 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Gottfriedson, Sylvia Baker, Freda Jules,  

Latricia Nicholas, Katherine Stevens, Jim Prodger,  

Christina Clarke, Melinda Nunez-Shuler, Ernest Jack 

Not shown: Sharon Bond and Elise Peterson  
  

CFNTA Memberships were conferred at the First Nations Tax Administrators Association’s Annual 
General Meeting, September 13, 2013 at St Eugene Golf Resort and Casino in Cranbrook BC.  

CFNTAs have demonstrated expertise in the field of First Nations Property Taxation.   

President’s Message Winter 2014 

Happy New Year to you all, you may have heard the saying “May you live in interesting times.” In Indian 

Country this is true of every day. First Nations face a continuously changing world with dilemma’s at every 

turn, with the most obvious being the lack of financial resources, although a close second is administrative 

capacity. The First Nation Finance Authority is on the verge of launching the first ever first nation deben-

ture, a bond issue which will offer low interest, long term financing to help first nations build much needed 

infrastructure. This will provide utility and higher land values for first nation lands. This is another oppor-

tunity for first nations to take advantage of a tool that is clearly a game changer and can help build their 

communities. I look forward to connecting with more tax administrators this year, to share our specialized 

knowledge. 

Way’ Lim Limp’ 

FNTAA President Ernest Jack      



The Annual National Forum is a gathering of First Nation Tax Professionals for the purpose of networking, 
sharing best practices and learning about the latest developments in the field.   This year’s conference 
was attended by Tax Administrators, First Nation Leaders, Lands Managers, Administrators, Lawyers and 
Consultants.  There were representatives from The First Nations Tax Commission, The First Nations Fi-
nance Authority, The First Nations Financial Management Board, BC Assessment, Arbutus Law Group and 
the Tulo Centre of Indigenous Economics. 
 
The FNTAA 2013 Board of Directors Election resulted in the re-election of: President Ernest Jack, Vice 
President Freda Jules, Treasurer Jim Prodger, Secretary Christina Clarke, Terry Nicholas, Lise Steele and 
Carlene George. 
 

Songhees Nation is pleased to host the  
21st Annual National Forum at the Songhees Wellness Centre  

in Victoria, BC, September 24-26, 2014 

20th Annual National Forum on First Nation Property Taxation 
St Eugene Golf Resort, Cranbrook, BC, September 10-13, 2013 



SONGHEES WELLNESS CENTRE 
Grand Opening January 22, 2014 

 
Songhees Nation is thrilled to celebrate decades of Community vision coming to fruition with the 
opening of the Songhees Wellness Centre. 
 
“The Centre is designed to bring our Community together to play, work and learn.” says Chief Ron 
Sam.  The 55,000 square foot multipurpose building includes centres for Health and Education, 
Youth and Elder’s rooms, a sports facility and fitness studio, a conference centre, commercial 
kitchen and a gift shop. In addition, the Wellness Centre houses the Songhees Nation Government 
and Administration including lands management, property taxation, housing and treaty. 
 
The Songhees Wellness Centre is 96% self funded by Songhees Nation utilizing specific claim and 
land claim settlement funds as well as property taxes for cash equity and leveraging land lease 
revenue and goods and service taxes revenue to finance the project.  Long Term financing is se-
cured from Vancity and the First Nations Finance Authority, under the First Nations Fiscal Manage-
ment Act.   
 
4% of the project was funded by Health Canada and Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 
Canada.  Although officials at all levels of government commended the project for its economic 
and capacity building benefits, government financial support was limited. 
 
The building is a beautiful site to behold with 5 , 24 foot House Posts and a 31 foot Contemporary 
Totem Pole surrounding a stone plaza inlaid with a spindle whorl design.  Lekwungen Language 
phrases and historic photographs grace the walls of the building and examples of knitting, bead-
ing, silver work and carving can be found in the Gift Shop. 
 
Chief Sam calls the Centre an economic engine which will create opportunities for training, em-
ployment and business development.  “We are moving 
away from the Indian Act and dependency on govern-
ment transfers.  We’ve demonstrated a willingness and 
an ability to participate in the regional economy.”  


